
ROCHESTER’S IMPENDING STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
Part IV – How Will the New Program Be Funded? 

 
Not surprisingly, it costs money to manage storm water.  Not only are there capital improvement 
costs associated with existing and new development, there are ongoing costs to engineer and 
maintain the existing storm water management system, plus the costs to implement the newly 
mandated permit requirements.  Using this breakdown, a simple, conceptual annual budget of 
storm water management expenditures would include:(A) Capital Improvement Projects 

 $1,500,000 
(B) Engineering/Maintenance   $1,050,000(C) Program 

Development, Administration 
  & New NPDES activities  $   950,000TOTAL  
    $3,500,000 

 
Several funding options were evaluated to determine how to pay for the new programs.  The City 
Council has opted to pursue multiple funding mechanisms.  

1. Storm sewers and ditches constructed in conjunction with road projects will be paid for by 
the associated road project budget. 

2. Fees will be collected from new development projects to construct regional storm water 
management facilities.  In the past, developers have had the option of building on-site storm 
water management ponds or paying in to the regional pond fund.  The option of building on-
site ponds may be eliminated. 

3. Adoption of a Storm Water Utility is being pursued to fund the remainder of storm water 
management activities.  An equitable fee system is proposed that is based on the amount 
of impervious surface on residential and non-residential parcels, including properties that 
are exempt from property taxes.  Under the current proposal, all residential parcels will pay 
the same rate.  Non-residential parcel fees will vary greatly due to the high variation in 
parcel size and amount of impervious area on each parcel.  Calculations of percent 
impervious area and the resultant non-residential fee for each non-residential parcel are 
underway.  A credit system for properties that have constructed and maintained on-site, 
private storm water management measures is also being developed.  Once these tasks are 
completed, non-residential parcel owners will be sent a sample bill that demonstrates how 
their fee was calculated.  Watch for their arrival in late spring or early summer.  Following 
this, a series of meetings will be held to give property owners a chance to share their 
comments and identify fee calculation discrepancies.  This will also be an opportunity for 
owners of multiple parcels to sort out bill recipient preferences when separate accounts are 
desired. 

 
Next month, permit requirements pertaining particularly to the construction industry will be 
reviewed in more detail. 
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“Protecting water quality is everybody's business” 

 


